Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 05280 120833Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAJ-01 
EB-08 /067 W 

120852Z 020776/14 

R 111631Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4093 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USMISSION USBERLIN UNN 
USMISSION NATO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERLIN 5280 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, EEC 

SUB J : DIRECT ELECTIONS TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

1 . IN AN INFREQUENT REFERENCE TO THE PLANNED 
DIRECT ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT OF THE EEC COUNTRIES, THE BERLINER 
ZEITUNG (BZ) ON FEBRUARY 10 CARRIES AN ARTICLE 
CONTAINING VIEWPOINTS CRITICAL OF THE DIRECT 
ELECTION PROCEDURE. THE ARTICLE IS ENTITLED 
"ATTACK ON NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY" WHICH IS TAKEN 
FROM A STATEMENT BY FRENCH GAULLIST MICHEL DEB RE 
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IN WHICH HE APPARENTLY SAID HE CONSIDERS DIRECT ELECTION TO 
THE PARLIAMENT AS UNDERMINING FRENCH 

SOVEREIGNTY. OTHER COMMENT INCLUDES THAT FROM A COPENHAGEN 
NEWSPAPER "INFORMATION" WHICH STATES THAT THE DANISH 
GOVERNMENT, IF IT ELECTS MEMBERS DIRECTLY TO THE PROPOSED 
PARLIAMENT, COULD TURN THE DANISH PARLIAMENT INTO A 
COMMUNAL COUNCIL. IN ANOTHER COMMENT IN THE SAME 
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ARTICLE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PARLIAMENT IS REPORTED 
TO BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR MONOPOLY CAPITALISM AND 
WEST GERMAN IMPERIALISM TO DOMINATE THE WESTERN 
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM. THE ARTICLE ALSO POINTS OUT 
THAT THE FOUR LEADING EEC STATES, WEST GERMANY, FRANCE, 

GREAT BRITIAN AND ITALY WOULD HAVE AN OVERWHELMING 
MAIORITY OF THE 324 SEATS. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO 
SO, THE BZ HOLDS BACK FROM MENTIONING THE THEORY 
ISSUE OF THE DIRECT ELECTION OF WEST BERLIN REPRESEN- 
TATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PARLIAMENT. MOREOVER THE 
ARTICLE DOES NOT INCLUDE OPINION FROM WEST GERMANY 
ITSELF ALTHOUGH THE FRG IS CRITICIZED ALONG WITH THE 
US FOR ATTEMPTING TO ESTABLISH ECONOMIC HEGEMONY 
IN WESTERN EUROPE THROUGH THE EUROPEAN PARLI AMENT. POLAN SKY 
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